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2021 brought unprecedented challenges 
due to the ongoing pandemic limiting 
our ability to bring volunteers to public 
schools for most of the year. Projects were 
delayed, but we were also given time to 
pause and refocus. We strengthened our 
commitment to anti-racism and workforce 
development and leaned into new 
possibilities of equity and environmental 
justice.

STRENGTHENING 
COMMUNITIES 
THROUGH 
RADICAL 
PLACEMAKING



HOLY REDEEMERST JOHN’S FOOD SHARE

7400 sf

74,000 gal.

In 2021, Depave engaged over 306 volunteers for a total of 1,224 volunteer hours in removing 
asphalt, installing native plants, and supplemental construction.

In 2021, we depaved 16,865 square feet of pavement and reduced annual stormwater runoff by 
about 168,650 gallons. Over the last 12 years we have depaved over 236,000 square feet, which 
infiltrates stormwater runoff from over 500,000 square feet of adjacent impervious area. All 
together, our work has reduced annual stormwater runoff by 15,840,000 gallons!

In 2021, We planted 2,056 trees, shrubs, and other native plants. 
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At Whitman Elementary, we depaved 
2517 square feet of asphalt to make way 
for some trees and a large native planting 
area along the bustling Flavel Street. 
Students spent two afternoons installing 
trees and plants with Urban Forestry. We 
had such a fun few days getting in the dirt 
with them!

 



spe

Part two of our Centennial School District 
expansion was at Oliver School. We pulled 
up 3900 square feet of asphalt on a warm 
June day, to make way for a peaceful 
naturescaped area. Oliver will become a 
middle school next year, so we focused on 
making the design age-appropriate with 
lots of places to hang out. 

We also partnered with Friends of Trees 
for an educational tree planting day with 
the 5th graders. They spent an afternoon 
planting trees, learning about buds and 
tree rings, and connecting with their new 
space. 



Depave focused on workforce 
development by hiring and 
empowering local, BIPOC contractors 
to build out our projects.  GPT 
Construction (pictured on this page) 
completed the flatwork, along with 
a beauitful stage, footbridge, and 
planting at Powell Butte Elementary and 
Oliver Elementary. They even helped us 
assemble the climbing ladder in a day!



Depave’s work has always been at 
the intersection of the environment 
and community-building, and we 
prioritize collaborating with histoically 
disinfranchised communities that lack 
access to greenspace. In 2021, we 
strengthened and deepened Depave’s 
commitment to equity and anti-racism. 
With financial support from the Meyer 
Memorial Trust, we held a virtual board 
retreat focused on diversity, equity, 
inclusion, and justice that resulted in 
updating Depave’s mission: 

Depave empowers disenfranchised 
communities to overcome social and 
environmental injustices and adapt 
to climate change through urban re-
greening. Depave transforms over-paved 
places, creates resilient community 
greenspaces, promotes workforce 
development and education, and 
advocates for policy change to undo 
manifestations of systemic racism.



Our green thumbs program provides 
assistance for past site hosts who need 
help giving their green spaces some extra 
maintenance love. This year, we engaged 
volunteers from Portland Garden Club, 
BIKPOCPNW, and YGH Architecture, 
among others, in weeding and replacing 
plants at Powell Butte Elementary, Holy 
Redeemer, and St. John’s Food Share. In 
total, we planted approximately 516 new 
plants including rush, sword fern, camas, 
coastal strawberry, spiraea, and evergreen 
huckleberry. 



Government Grants
$156,175

Fundraising Events
$6,879

Foundations
$29,676

Business
$4,258

Contributions
$34,700

City of Gresham
$5,000

Portland Clean 
Energy Fund
$59,189

City of Portland,
BES
$20,558

Metro: Nature in 
Neighborhoods
$10,445

East 
Multnomah 
Soil & Water 
Conservation 
District
$60,983

Other Income
$2,859

Operations
$12,656

Staff 
Compensation 
& Board 
Development
$90,541

Contractor
Services
$64,440

Project Expenses
$29,022

2021 FINANCIAL SUMMARY

REVENUE: $234,549

EXPENSES: $196,663

GOVERNMENT
GRANTS
DETAIL



DEPAVE STAFF

Meet our Communications and Engagement Coordinator, 
Katherine Rose! Originally from a rural setting on the Oregon 
coast, Katherine feels at home spending time outside, 
observing the landscape around her. As an environmental and 
urban studies major with a concentration in anthropology, 
Katherine focused her studies at Bard College on sustainable 
outdoor recreation. She strives to support opportunities 
for connection between people and the outdoors, while 
removing barriers to empower communities to make change 
within their environment. Katherine is passionate about the 
confluence of nature and urban space.

Katya Reyna serves as Program Director and has been 
with Depave since May 2019. Katya grew up in Oak Park, 
IL and was a community organizer and urban planning 
student at University of Illinois at Chicago. She earned a 
Master of Landscape Architecture degree from University 
of Oregon, where her thesis focused on memory mapping 
and the importance of addressing generational trauma of 
displacement and racial tension as a part of site analysis. 
Katya is passionate about empowering communities who have 
been historically disenfranchised and excluded from decisions 
affecting their neighborhoods and environment. 



CREW LEADERS DEPAVE BOARD

Theresa Huang (not pictured)
Amber Ayers

Teresa Huntsinger
Lisa Huntington

Shawn Perez
Shreya Jain

Eden Haskins-Dahl
Jennifer D’Avanzo

Steve Dukes

Tim Batog
Jason Bergstrom
Matthew Biskey

Abby Boyle
Henry Case

Rowan Eaves
Madeline Kovacs

Matt Krueger
Brian Kruse

Raymond Lipin

Jeremy Maxwell
Jason Meketa
Carlos Nuñez
Lorena O’Neill
Carson Ralls
Quisa Reyes

Paxton Rothwell
Daniel Schick

Garet Voit



2021 SUPPORTERS

2021 PROJECT FUNDERS
East Multnomah Soil and Water Conservation District, Tualatin 
Soil and Water Conservation District, Clean Water Services, 
East Portland Action Plan, Bureau of Environmental Services, 
City of Portland, City of Gresham, Autzen Foundation, Charles 
A Weyerhaeuser Memorial Foundation, The Blackbaud Giving 
Fund, The Latecomer Fund, Mauna Kea Fund, Metro Nature in 
Neighborhoods, Oregon Community Foundation, The Portland 
Garden Club, Tupelo Fund of Oregon Community Fund, 
Regional Arts and Culture Council

BUSINESS PARTNERS
Allwood Recyclers, AWS Elemental, Beaver Lake Nursery, 
Division Wines, GPT Construction LLC, 
GreenWorks, Mutual Materials, OTAK, Pistils Nursery 
Inc., R&H Constructon, Site One Conveyors, SymbiOp 
Landscaping, S&H Recycling, UWD PreBuild, Willamette 
Week Give! Guide 2021

COMMUNITY PARTNERS
Portland Public Schools, Centennial School District, Centennial 
High School Key Club, Friends of Trees, 
Urban Greenspaces Institute, Urban Forestry

OVER 120 INDIVIDUAL DONORS LIKE YOU! THANK YOU!

THANK YOU to the companies, agencies, organizations, and 
individuals who supported Depave in 2021. Your belief in our 
work and your investment make our transformations possible.



depave.org
P.O. BOX 12503
PORTLAND, OR 97212  
INFO@DEPAVE.ORG


